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DATES TO REMEMBER 
 

Jan. 5 - 6:30 p.m. - PTA Meeting via Zoom 

 
Jan. 16 - Martin Luther King, Jr. Day - No School 

 
Jan. 18 - 6:00 p.m. - BOE Meeting 
 

 

 

 

 

******************** 
 

CHARACTER EDUCATION 

ACTION OF THE MONTH 

“SELF-CONTROL” 
 

MANNER OF THE MONTH: 

“Confidence in self.” 

 

“Self-control is a key factor in achieving 

success. We can’t control everything, but  

we can definitely control ourselves.” 

   ~ Jan McKingley Hilado 
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2023 
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Happy New Year! I hope you all found the winter 

break to be a relaxing and wonderful opportunity to 

spend quality time with family and friends. 

 

This is the perfect time to reflect upon the 

wonder of the New Year. The students have spent 

the last four months fully engaged in their learning 

and expressing their excitement for school. I’m 

looking forward to what the rest of this year 

brings for them as we continue to grow together.   

 

As we look ahead, the following events that will be 

taking place in January: 

 

 PARP continues! Our theme, “Go Nuts for 

Reading”, moves forward as students 

celebrate stories and their love of 

reading.  

 PTA will meet Thursday, January 5th at 

6:30 p.m. via Zoom. 

 

Our character education word of the month is 

Self-Control. Remember to check in with your 

student(s) to discuss what our Saber CUBS are 

doing in school to learn about and promote self-

control.   

 

As always, thank you for your support and 

dedication to our children and school program. The 

home-school relationship is vital to our students’ 

success. I’m very proud of each and every child 

here at Donnelly Elementary and I am looking 

forward to witnessing the great things they will 

achieve in 2023! I hope you all have a wonderful 

year filled with good health and prosperity. 

 

Jill Rich 
 

********************* 
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STUDENT RECORDS 
 

It is important that our student records are 

current. Please be sure to call or send in any 

changes to your phone numbers and emergency 

contact information. If your address has changed, 

please visit the district office to have that 

updated. Thank you for your cooperation! 
 

 

 

******************* 

 

STUDENT PICK-UP 
 

As a reminder, to ensure the safety of our 

students, please be prepared to show 

identification at pick up. If you are sending 

someone else to pick them up, please send written 

notice to the main office and remind them of our 

identification requirements. 

 

 

****************** 

 

 

LOST & FOUND 
 

Many items have been “found.” Please remind your 

child to stop by the “lost and found table” in the 

lobby to claim their belongings. 

 

 

****************** 

 

 

 

PRE-K AND KINDERGARTEN 

REGISTRATION 
 

Calling all 2023–2024 

Pre-Kindergartners 
 

Susquehanna Valley Central School District will 

register children who will be four (4) years of age 

on or before December 1, 2023.  
 

Registration will be held at the District Office 

from March 6 through March 24 from 8:00 a.m. – 

3:30 p.m. and on March 15 until 6:00 p.m. You 

must register in person. Registration documents 

will be available on the district website at 

www.svsabers.org beginning Monday, March 6. All 

parts of the registration packet must be 

completed. Please call 775-0170, ext. 0, if you 

have any questions. 
 

Calling all 2023–2024 

Kindergartners 
 

Susquehanna Valley Central School District will 

register children who will be five (5) years of age 

on or before December 1, 2023.  
 

Registration will be held at the District Office 

from March 6 through March 24 from 8:00 a.m. – 

3:30 p.m. and on March 15 until 6:00 p.m. You 

must register in person. Registration documents 

will be available on the district website at 

www.svsabers.org beginning Monday, March 6. All 

parts of the registration packet must be 

completed. Please call 775-0170, ext. 0, if you 

have any questions. 
 

 
 
 

 

http://www.svsabers.org/
http://www.svsabers.org/


 

MATH CORNER 
 

Are you waiting in line? On a long car trip? Have some time to fill with your child? Try playing “Guess 

the Number.” Think of a number appropriate for your child’s age. See how many guesses it takes him 

or her to figure out your number. When they make a guess give them a clue like “too high” or “too low.” 

When they figure out your number, ask them what would be 10 more? 100 less? You can try fraction 

or decimal numbers with older children, or give them a clue like, “It’s the number of centimeters in a 

meter.” See if your child can find some strategies to figure out your number in fewer guesses, like 

asking if the number is even or odd. Have fun AND gain some number sense while you wait!   

 

******************* 

 

Congratulations to our Saber Star Award Recipients 

for the Month of November  
 

The Saber Cub Star awards were given to the following students who demonstrated the word and 

manner of the month for November. The word of the month was Fairness and the manner was how and 

when to say please and thank you. Congratulations! We are very proud of your efforts. 

 

Pre-Kindergarten  –  Tegan Copeland, Summer Napoli 

Beginning Kindergarten  –  Alexander Colwell, Lanie Lee 

Kindergarten  –  Rowan DeGraw, Emma Dunham, Madaline Riegel, Mason Squier 

First Grade  –  Cooper Cullen, Raegan Ligeikis, Layla Kilmer, Cheyenne Slezak 

Second Grade  –  Landon Dougherty, Olivia Martin, McKinnley Bogan, Shawn Palmer 

Third Grade  –  Colton Hillman, Jackson Jablonsky, Anthony Maglio, Giuliana Mosher 

Fourth Grade  –  Justus Agnew, Hailey Cullen, Noah Morris, Rowen Phelps 

Fifth Grade  –  Jazzmyne Hildreth, Landon Petrus, Alexander Farley, Emma Ferrara 

 

 

******************* 
 

OLWEUS/Character Education Committee 
 

The word of the month for January is Self-Control. The manner of the month is “Confidence in self”.   

 

Classrooms continue to have regular meetings to discuss Olweus rules and build community so that all 

children feel a sense of safety and belonging.  

 

Your Olweus Team 
 

******************* 
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CLASSROOM NEWS 
 

PreK 

Hello PreK families. We ended 2022 traveling the world with Globe Trot Scott, learning about traditions 

around the world and spreading kindness around the building. Upon return from winter break we are 

getting back into the swing of things. In math we will continue with numbers through 10 and begin simple 

addition. In writing we will continue with our weekly letters and begin drawing journals. As spring 

approaches some of my favorite themes occur in ELA. Our home center will transform on a regular 

basis. I hope we are all able to return to school healthy and rested. See you in 2023!! 

 

BEGINNING KINDERGARTEN 

Happy New Year! I hope you were all able to have a restful and fun filled break. January is packed with 

excitement. This month is all about arctic animals and polar regions! We will talk more about which animals 

hibernate, migrate and adapt. We will learn about polar bears vs. brown bears, snowy owls, penguins and 

several other arctic animals! For math, we will continue working on writing numbers 6-10 in our number 

books. The kiddos are doing awesome with producing these numbers and showing them by using multiple 

manipulatives in the classroom. We look forward to continuing to see great progress in the new year! 

Please remember, sneakers are needed daily if your kiddo wears boots to school. As always, please reach 

out if you have any questions or concerns throughout the year.  

 

KINDERGARTEN 

What a busy December we have had! Students have been busy little elves learning how to write and 

represent quantities of teen numbers. We wrapped up our skills unit on blending sounds to make words as 

well as practiced previously learned letter sounds. Please continue to encourage your child to practice 

their high frequency words and letter sounds at home. We are excited to be starting literacy stations in 

our classrooms! This will provide students with more opportunities to practice reading and writing skills. 

Please remember to send in coats, gloves, boots, and hats with your child - we will try to go outside as 

much as possible. Thank you for all that you are doing to support your child at home!  

 

FIRST GRADE 

Happy New Year! We hope everyone had a restful break. First grade will continue to build our reading, 

writing and math skills. In math, we have been working on subtracting 9 from 10 to help solve problems 

up to 20. Also in math we are working on solving math word problems. In reading, we continue to build our 

sight word knowledge and sounds.  Students have been working in centers for both reading and math to 

help increase our independence. Keep up the hard work first graders.  

 

SECOND GRADE 

We are excited to welcome your children back to school after the busy winter holiday season. 2023 will 

be a year of growth, learning and joy for them. In the winter months we go outside as much as possible.  

If your child wishes to play in the snow, they must have snow pants, a winter coat, winter boots, and 

gloves. Otherwise they may play on the blacktop with balls and other equipment. Remember PARP takes 

place throughout the school year. Read nightly with your child and you will be amazed at how much they 

learn, improve and look forward to spending that time with you. Happy New Year to all our families! 
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CLASSROOM NEWS CONTINUED 
 

THIRD GRADE 

Our third graders are coming into the new year by strengthening their skills in all areas. We’ve been 

busy working on reading fluency and reading comprehension. The students are enjoying the shared 

reading of the book, “The Summer According to Humphrey”. We’re using the text to study how the 

author used description, character development, and writing elements such as paragraphing, time lapse 

and dialogue to lure the reader into the story. Students are using this story to serve as a mentor text 

for writing their own fictional stories. Fluency with multiplication facts is still an important focus and 

students have been busy learning strategies such as skip counting, tape diagrams, and break apart 

strategies for solving the harder facts from 6-12. Continue to encourage your child to practice their 

facts and to read daily.  

 

FOURTH GRADE 

Happy 2023! We hope that everyone had a super winter break! Our December was certainly a busy 

month. In ELA, we wrote a very funny paragraph answering the prompt: “If I were an Elf” and we 

realized that elves have a very hectic job! The students came up with some great ideas of what kind of 

work elves have to do to help make Christmas a success. We also read a story called Stormalong and 

worked on skills such as character traits, how to write about an important “moment” in a story, and how 

figurative language plays a big part of how stories are sometimes written. In Social Studies, we began to 

talk about how the Europeans came to New York with a focus on the Dutch settlers. We learned how 

both the Native Americans and Europeans benefited in many ways from each other. We continue to read 

Summer According to Humphrey as part of our “One School, One Book” and P.A.R.P. program and the 

students are enjoying every minute of it! In Math, we’ve moved on to work with even and odd numbers, 

factors, multiples and prime and composite numbers. This included identifying factors of a given number 

using the “horseshoe” method. From there we began working with expressions and equations to multiply a 

2, 3 and 4 digit factor by a single digit factor using both area models and standard algorithms. We 

continue multi-step problem solving using the RDW process and practicing facts. We’re currently 

working with 5 minute sprints - completing 100 mixed multiplication facts in 5 minutes. Please keep 

practicing facts at home! In Science, we wrapped up our current unit with reports about the external 

and internal structures of animals that students selected to research, write about and draw.  

 

FIFTH GRADE 

In ELA we are about to finish the novel Esperanza Rising. Throughout the book we have been discussing 

different story elements and how the main character changes throughout the story. They will be 

completing a writing assignment that discusses this progression. In Social Studies, we are almost 

finished learning about the 50 states. Currently, we are working on finishing the western region. Once 

they complete it, they will work on a group project where they will present a state to the class. In Math, 

we will begin working with fractions.  We will start our unit on adding and subtracting fractions.  We are 

continuing our IXL 500 challenge.  For every 500 questions the students answer on IXL, they move up a 

tier and receive a reward.  We are also working hard on our multiplication facts.  In Science, we will 

continue working with the structure and properties of matter.   
 



 

 

 

Tools for Schools 
 

For over 15 years, the Tools for Schools program has helped shoppers like you support the 

school of their choice just by shopping with their AdvantEdge card. You may enroll your card 

to support our school for the 2022 - 2023 school year now. Enrolling is simple and takes just 

minutes. Go to www.pricechopper.com to check your enrollment and sign up. You can find the 

link for Tools for Schools under the “Savings” tab, then click on “Advantage Rewards” and 

scroll down to the Tools for Schools logo and click on “Redeem”. Join today by logging in and 

registering your AdvantEdge card to our school code: 17009. Please help us reach our goal 

of 50 new registered card members by the end of January!  

 

We want to thank all of you who support our school through Tools for Schools. 

 

 
******************* 

 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

 

Ms. Shea and I hope you and your family had a Happy Holiday! We are looking forward to what 

the new year brings in 2023!  
 

Moving forward this month, we are excited to begin activities again after our long winter 

break! We will be working on individual skills related to volleyball and juggling and drumming!!! 

I hope everyone has a wonderful January! 
 

We are also kindly asking any Donnelly parents and/or guardians to send in boxes of tissues 

that we could use in our gym. We have run out and we want to keep those little noses and 

hands clean! Thank you for your generosity!  
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WELCOME TO WINTER IN THE ART ROOM!!! 
  

Students in PreK and BK were given a large piece of white paper that was divided up into three 

sections. Using primary colors (red, yellow and blue), we mixed colors and made the secondary 

colors (orange, green and violet). On another piece of paper, we used white and blue paint to 

create a winter landscape. Kiddos traced and cut different sized triangles. We arranged and 

glued them to our winter landscape paper. Lastly, details were added with oil pastels. Good job 

kiddos! :) 
 

My kindergarten friends added a stem and lines to their pumpkin landscape. Stars and or snow 

was added in the sky. To finish up the month, we drew and decorated trees and a snow globe. 

Next month, we are going to create a bear by applying our cutting skills. Keep up the good 

listening!! 
 

First graders finished up their pumpkin still life by arranging and gluing their pumpkins and 

adding details. The remaining art classes were used for direct drawing. Next month, we’re onto 

a winter project. Keep up the good work artists!!! 
 

Second graders finished up their realistic pumpkin by using their cutting skills and cutting their 

pumpkin out. Students glued it onto their awesome painted background paper. Next month, we’re 

onto another winter project. Great job!!! 
 

Students in 3rd grade outlined their rainbow pumpkins with a black oil pastel. A variety of dots 

were added as a design to finish them. The remaining December classes they used winter 

reference sheets and created winter villages and houses. Fantastic!!  
 

In 4th grade, our fall landscapes were finished after students used watercolor paint to add 

color. Next, we reviewed the weaving technique with paper; over, under, over, under. Students 

will prep their loom and we will begin weaving with yarn. Keep up the good work artists!! 
 

My 5th grade artists used black paint to create a silhouette for their fall landscape. Guided 

drawing and winter village reference sheets were used in our remaining art classes. Next up, we 

are going to learn how to create a coil basket with yarn and rope. Great job artists!!! 
 

Keep drawing!!! 
 

Mrs. Ray 
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MUSIC CORNER 
 

Congratulations to our 5th Grade Band, Orchestra and 4th and 5th Grade Chorus students 

for an outstanding December concert. If you missed it or would like to view it again, it can 

be found on our school district's Facebook Page.  

 

We would also like to give a big congratulations to the students who auditioned for BCMEA 

All-County Band and Chorus. The Donnelly Band students who auditioned were: Zach 

Killmeier, Hunter Gregory and Spencer Coates. The Chorus students who will be 

participating are: Rylan Markoff, Adrianna Schwartz, Dahlia Goetz and Jazzmyne Hildreth.  

We look forward to the performance in March.   

 

Our 4th Grade Band and Orchestra students have been working hard on learning music to 

perform for you at home. The Orchestra students have begun to use their bow and would 

love to show you some holiday music that they have learned in class.   

 

The General Music classes at Donnelly have been full of holiday cheer.  In our PreK, BK and 

kindergarten classes we have been singing winter songs and learning about how Tempo can 

change the speed of the beat. In first grade we have been learning how to make different 

rhythms and playing them on rhythm sticks and boomwhackers. The second grade has been 

learning about the music in Tchiakovsky’s “Nutcracker”. In third grade we have been 

continuing to learn about note and rest values. We will be reading music notes in no time!  

The fourth and fifth grade music classes have begun to play the ukulele, a small Hawaiian 

string instrument similar to the guitar.   

 

On behalf of the music staff at Donnelly Elementary, we would like to wish you a Happy 

New Year! 

 

Mrs. Stafford and Mr. Johnson 
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FROM THE NURSE’S OFFICE 
 

Illness 
We are in the season of colds and flu and strep; some simple rules apply when trying to decide to keep 
a child home. If any of these apply, please keep your child home. 
 

 Persistent fever greater than 100.4°, including a fever that requires control with medication 
such as Tylenol. PLEASE NOTE: If vomiting or fever, student should stay home until fever free 
WITHOUT medication for 24 hrs. and no vomiting for 24 hrs. 

 Child is too sleepy/fatigued from illness like vomiting, diarrhea, persistent cough that keeps 
them up at night. 

 Sore throat that is severe along with fever and feeling ill for more than 48 hours, OR after 
known exposure to a confirmed case of Strep throat infection 

 Honey-crusted sores around the nose or mouth or rash on other body parts; OR a rash in 
various stages including boils, sores and bumps that may be chicken pox; OR a significant rash 
accompanied by other symptoms of illness such as fever. 

 Red, runny eyes, crusty eyes, green discharge from eyes. 
 Large amount of discolored nasal discharge, especially if accompanied by facial pain or 

headache. 
 Severe ear pain or drainage from the ear. 
 Severe headache, especially if accompanied by fever. 

 

Head Lice 

Head lice are very common. Lice do not carry disease but are a nuisance and do spread quickly. They 
do not jump or fly. Lice make the head itch. The best way to prevent getting lice is to keep your child’s 
hair up, encourage your child to NOT share hats, scarves, combs, brushes, or clothing. If you suspect 
that your child may have lice, you can have them checked by the school nurse or your personal 
physician. There are many over the counter treatments available and prescription options as well. 
Please call the Health Office if you have any concerns.  
 

Medication 

The term “medication” includes any over-the- counter medications such as cough drops, cold medicine 
(pills or liquid), nasal spray, throat spray, Tylenol, Advil, Benadryl, etc. as well as prescription 
medications. If your child requires ANY medication at school, they need to have a doctor’s order. The 
medication needs to be brought in by a parent/guardian/family friend. It CANNOT be carried on 
the bus. It must be administered by the nurse unless the student has an order from their doctor stating 
they can self-administer.  
 

Thank you for your continued cooperation! 
 

Your School Nurse, 
   
Rebecca L. Flanders, RN   
607-775-9108 – phone  
607-775-7507 – fax   

 
  

 
 



 

 

 

HELPING CHILDREN COPE WITH “BIG FEELINGS” 

 
Children can have the same big feelings that we do. The difference for adults, though, is that 

we have more life experience to know how to deal with difficult emotions. When our children 

feel fear, anxiety, or anger, they need our help to learn how to cope. Here are some tips:  

 

Name the feeling(s)  

Help your child figure out which feeling they are having/were having. Putting a name to it can 

help validate their experience. Having a feelings poster or reading children’s books about 

feelings can be helpful to identify their own feeling.  

 

Normalize the feeling(s)  

It can be confusing for a child whose feelings take over and lead to behaviors they may not 

usually have. Explain that all people have these feelings sometimes, and we all have to learn 

how to manage them.  

 

Talk about the brain 

Our brains and our bodies are connected, and our brains send out signals when we experience 

certain “big feelings.” Explain that we have a part of our brain (thinking brain) that’s in charge 

of making decisions, thinking things through, and managing our emotions. Explain that another 

part of our brain (emotional brain) is in charge of important things like breathing, digesting 

food, and holds onto big feelings like anger or anxiety; this part of our brain also reacts to any 

threats, and can make us feel like we need to run (flight), fight back, or freeze. Sometimes 

this part of our brain overreacts, and we need to try strategies to calm it down. (For a full 

script of the brain conversation, visit: https://imperfectfamilies.com/what-anxious-and-

angry-kids-need-to-know-about-their-brain/.)  

 

Practice self-regulation skills  

When children are calm, their thinking brain is on, and this is the best time to come up with a 

plan for when their emotional brain tries to take over. Encourage taking a break (not a 

timeout), deep breathing, releasing angry energy by exercising, and relaxation strategies such 

as progressive muscle relaxation, coloring, calm down jars, music, etc. Practice these 

repeatedly when they are calm. Helping your child begin to recognize their body’s early signs 

of a big feeling (heart racing, clenched jaw, etc.) can help them learn when to employ their 

self-regulation skills. 
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It is so hard to believe that winter break is over and 2023 is upon us! This school year is going by so quickly 

and Spring Break will be here before we know it. We are excited for a new year at Donnelly and the sense of 

excitement and renewal brought with it. Once again, we are so grateful for all the students, parents, and 

staff that bring joy to us on a daily basis. We truly hope that everyone had a safe and relaxing winter 

vacation! 

YOUR CHILD AND SCREENS 
Screens are in our lives more than ever before and, they show no sign of slowing down their influence and 

impact. But you have influence and impact too! It’s a good reminder that screen time and screen use can, and 

should, change and evolve as your children grow. Starting young gives you the chance to set a healthy 

foundation around screens. But even if your kids are older now, it’s not too late to evaluate and decide the 

boundaries around screens. 

 

TIPS TO BUILD HEALTHY SCREENTIME HABITS 

 Start with you – Before you put the focus on how often your kids are on screens, take stock of your own 

screen use. How often do you say, “just a minute” while you finish scrolling social media? Do you jump on 

your device right away in the morning? Do you feel compelled to check it often? Is lengthy screen time 

getting to be a habit for your family as a whole? 

 Set limits with kindness – There is nothing wrong with watching a show or letting your kids play a game 

on your phone once in a while, but watch that it does not become your go-to distraction. It’s OK for kids 

to be bored – that’s where their creativity shines! And, despite what your kids may tell you, it’s OK if 

your tween does not have a phone. And it’s OK to follow the recommended guidelines for games and social 

media accounts. 

 Ease the transition – Rather than expecting your child to turn off their screens immediately, use 

connection to help their brain transition from one task to the next. Sit down next to your child, ask 

questions about their show, game, or activity. Once you have reconnected, you can reiterate the end of 

screen time and maybe even continue this connection by doing something together. 

 Allow all feelings – Video games are designed to keep the player engaged and playing, making it difficult 

to find a “good place to stop.” Your child may be overstimulated by screen time and have difficulty 

moving on after all the action. Many kids have difficulty regulating during this transition. Work to stay 

calm and connected. Supporting them, rather than forcing them to “calm down” or “get over it” right 

away. It’s never too late to start healthy habits. 

 Move from monitor to mentor – As your kids grow, your role in screen time changes. Instead of simply 

limiting time on devices, your job is to educate, support, and guide them through the nuances of using 

screens. Talk about safety, help them think through consequences of behaviors, and fact check articles, 

etc. Instead of lectures, these are conversations that change as your child matures, and the content 

they consume matures. 

 Listen well – If screen time is a constant source of tension in your home, start by being willing to 

understand your child’s point of view. Truly work to hear your child’s perspective. You may see things in a 

different way but resist the urge to point out inconsistencies or turn this into a teachable moment. 

Instead, make sure you understand what’s important and where things are breaking down. 

 Problem-solve together – Once your child feels heard, you can move on to the solution phase. The goal is 

to work together to brainstorm a solution that works for everyone (not just one of you!). This might 

mean a screen time contract, limits on certain media, or learning a new game together. Don’t be 

discouraged if your first solution doesn’t work, return to listening, and go back to problem-solving. 

https://imperfectfamilies.com/help-kids-manage-screentime/ 

 

 

https://imperfectfamilies.com/let-your-kids-be-bored/
https://imperfectfamilies.com/let-your-kids-be-bored/
https://imperfectfamilies.com/5-important-brain-facts-every-parent-needs-to-know/
https://imperfectfamilies.com/how-to-prepare-for-your-childs-next-high-intensity-meltdown/
https://imperfectfamilies.com/parents-master-the-10-second-lecture-in-4-easy-steps/
https://imperfectfamilies.com/how-to-really-listen-to-your-kids/
https://imperfectfamilies.com/how-to-really-listen-to-your-kids/
https://imperfectfamilies.com/help-your-child-become-a-critical-thinker-and-problem-solver/
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SCHOOL CLOSINGS 
 

When it’s necessary to close the district schools because of an emergency such as very poor 

weather or building problems, notification efforts begin promptly. Official announcements are 

furnished to local media as early as possible. Announcements will also be made directly to parents, 

students and staff using an emergency telephone-based notification system. When schools are 

closed because of poor weather or for other reasons, they may also be closed for any other uses 

that might have been planned for that day such as athletic contests, drama or music productions. 

Reports of these closings or cancellations will be given to the media as far in advance as possible. 

 

The district requests that parents and students not tie up phone lines at the schools and the 

district offices during emergencies. 

 

The Susquehanna Valley Central School District app by esv2go is now available for iOS, Android 

and Windows devices. The app enables parents, students, faculty and staff to stay connected and 

informed about what’s happening at Susquehanna Valley. Administration can easily promote unified 

messaging through cross platform communications to the app, via push notifications. The 

Susquehanna Valley Central School District app by esv2go is free and provides parents with quick 

access to everything school related including calendars, directions to events, important 

documents, cafeteria menus, and more. Visit our website to get the app.  
 

Also, please make sure that your Emergency Plan is up to date. This tells us what your child is to 

do in case school needs to close early once the students have arrived at school. If circumstances 

have changed since you completed the form at the beginning of this school year, please have your 

child request a new “Emergency Dismissal Plan” form from his/her teacher. This is the 

information we use to determine what your child is to do, so it’s very important to keep this 

information up to date. 
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WINTER ATTIRE 
 

With the extreme cold, please be sure to send your child(ren) in with the appropriate attire. The CDC 

recommends the following to stay warm and dry: 

 

Adults and children should wear 

• a hat  

• a scarf or knit mask to cover face and mouth  

• sleeves that are snug at the wrist  

• mittens (they are warmer than gloves)  

• water-resistant coat and boots  

• several layers of loose fitting clothing 

 

The following chart indicates what it feels like outside as the wind increases with the cold 

temperatures! 

 

 

 
 

 

If weather permits, we will continue to take students outside for recess, but they must have proper 

outwear. 

 
 



PROMOTING GOOD ATTENDANCE  

ALL WINTER LONG 
 

Every winter, bad weather — snow, slush, freezing temperatures or even heavy rains in 

warmer climates — can present challenges to getting children to school. So do the colds, 

fevers and earaches that often come with the winter months.  

 

WHAT CAN PARENTS DO? 

 

1. Develop back up plans for getting your children to school in bad weather.  
a. Check to see if your child can get a ride with other families who have a reliable car that 

can manage the snow.  

b. Form a “walking school bus” with other families to get students to school safely.  

c. Join other families in a snow shovel brigade to clear the sidewalks closest to the school.  

d. Ask if school administrators have developed plans for transporting students.  

 

2. Keep your children healthy.  
a. Dress them warmly for the cold weather.  

b. Stress the importance of eating a good breakfast every morning.  

c. Stress hand washing, particularly in the winter months. Send your child to school with a 

small bottle of hand sanitizer. Research shows that something as simple as hand washing can 

improve attendance.  

 

 

 
Attendance Works – Advancing Student Success By Reducing Chronic Absence 

https://www.attendanceworks.org/  

 

 

https://www.attendanceworks.org/


 
 

 
 

Please join us for our January PTA Meeting 
 

When: January 5th @ 6:30 pm 
Where: Zoom 

Meeting ID 498 001 3029 
Passcode: PTA 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Save the Date: 

 
The PTA will be hosting a Valentine’s Event on  

Friday, February 10th, 2023. 

 

We are currently looking for fun events/activities for 

the event. Please email us at fpdonnellypta@gmail.com  

if you have any ideas to share!   
 

mailto:fpdonnellypta@gmail.com



